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It all started more than 90
years ago with a man’s passion for wood: Josef Rubner
started his first sawmill in
South Tyrol. Today, under
the lead of the fourth generation and with a staff of
some 1,300 employees, we
still work as a family-owned
business and are still shaped
and pushed in our development by our strong and
unceasing passion for wood.
With the implementation
of timber-built constructions, we assume everyday
responsibility for a common
vision, which aims at the
preservation of our habitat.
We are strongly committed
to sustainability, future
viability, innovation, and to
the idea to work with timber
and to pursue and guarantee high quality standards
in our five business departments. First and foremost,
however, we are a European
company today.
From the very outset, the
unified, common Europe has
been the breeding ground

and origin for increased
political stability, safety and
peace and thus the basis
for increased freedom for
the more than 500 million
inhabitants of the European
Union, i.e. for each – and
every one of us. It would
be unimaginable to no
longer have open borders.
More than any other concept
before, these open borders
symbolise freedom, tolerance
and exchange with other
persons and countries – both
in terms of private and economic relations.
From the economic point of
view, Europe is the world’s
largest unified market and
thus assumes the role of
a global, stabilising and
power-balancing actor
between the economic
powers in the East and the
West. The enlarged internal
market provides higher
economic growth, increases
international competitiveness and secures jobs - also
in our business locations
in Italy, Germany, Austria

and France from where
our engineers and timber
engineering experts assist
and support international
flagship projects. We have
presently enlarged our business location in France by
the acquisition of a second
location with local element
production, and with the
implementation of large
turnkey infrastructure projects on the Philippines and
in Singapore, we contribute
to the development and the
expansion of large-volume
timber constructions on the
Asian market. I would like to
seize this opportunity and
thank all our employees, who
– with their profound knowhow, their transnational
cooperation and their openminded work approach –
secure the implementation
of these projects.
Yours truly,

Peter Rubner
President of the Rubner Group
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PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL IN PFAFFENHOFEN

A ROOM WITH A VIEW
4

The new primary and
secondary school built in the
city of Pfaffenhofen has been
a major milestone. With this
building, Pfaffenhofen has
implemented the largest
project in the city’s history
and executed a new school
building unprecedented
in this sector before. The
school opens-up completely
new possibilities, not only
for everyday school life and
classes but also for public
events. Even new rehearsal
rooms for the city music
band, equipped with special
acoustic ceiling sails, found
their home in this newly
installed school building.
While in former days the
primary and the secondary
schools had been installed
in two separate buildings –
the Theresia-GerhardingerPrimary School at the Niederscheyerer Straße and the
Secondary School at the
Kapellenweg – they are now
both accommodated in one
single and common building.
With a total of some 650 students in 32 school classes,
the new primary and secondary school was almost
fully occupied from the very
beginning. The two-track
primary school is exclusively
attended by all-day pupils.
The secondary school
has five additional all-day
classes. The teaching staff is

composed of 70 teachers. A
completely new room concept has been implemented
in the primary and secondary school of Pfaffenhofen:
classrooms are divided into
individual “clusters”. Gone
are the times where school
buildings were dominated
by endless corridors. This
new concept provides for
enclosed and contained
areas where five to six
classes have a space of their
own with classrooms, common group rooms or the
so-called “marketplace”, a
teacher’s station and toilets
of their own. The meeting
points are the two inner
courtyards and playgrounds.
The new building is a compact, three-storey structure
with one central sector
and two side wings including inner courtyards. Four
light-flooded staircases give
access to the upper floors.
The entire building provides
barrier-free access. Highquality equipment with oak
parquet floors, wooden
staircases bordering the
inner courtyards and fairfaced concrete with partly
texturized surfaces (these
surfaces symbolise in an
abstract form hop garden
poles) characterize this new
building. The very bright
and friendly atmosphere is
another distinctive feature

of the building. True to the
motto “daylight instead of
neon light”, all classrooms
and recreation rooms are
characterized by bright and
open designs, doors are
made of glass with light
visual protections, the large,
floor-to-ceiling windows
are equipped with curtains
and outside shading. All
spaciously glassed elements,
which are used in the interior,
serve two purposes: on the
one hand they are used as
room dividing elements but
on the other hand - due to
their transparency - they
also serve as connecting
components. These glass
elements comply with the
most stringent sound insulation and fire protection
requirements. A ventilation
system provides for fresh air
supply and pleasant temperatures in the entire building.
A large photovoltaic plant is
installed on the roof of the
building for the generation
of electricity from renewable
resources. The photovoltaic
plant has a capacity of some
230 kWp.
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“The main element of the new school building is the design of the two inner courtyards. The characteristic feature
of these two slightly offset building elements is the break that is created from the black cladded outside shell of the
building to the inner courtyards with their white, and light-flooded design that is interrupted by bright yellow accents.
The clusters and staircases – which are directly adjacent to the two inner courtyards – do not follow the building line,
as this is usually done in traditional architecture, explains Thomas Baron, the responsible architect of the company
association Köhler-Eichenseher. “The large and jointless, front-mounted façade elements with heights of up to 10.5 m
made by Rubner Holzbau provide for lots of natural daylight in the entire school building”.

The central part of the building houses the lift and the large auditorium with room for
more than 600 persons. With full stage equipment and a retractable stage platform as
special feature, this auditorium will be the city’s new event hall. This area is architectonically
ruled by the two-storey supporting post structure that has been installed in front of the single
corridors. The wall cladding with acoustic panels and swivelling lamellas at the ceiling ensures
optimum acoustic features in the hall even when used as playground.
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Besides factory prefabrication in the Ober-Grafendorf factory, Rubner Holzbau Augsburg was commissioned with the
design of the entire timber-glass façade, including static calculation and transport. All building elements were delivered
to the construction site ready-for assembly and then assembled by the company staff. The range of services provided by
Rubner Holzbau Augsburg was complemented by the installation of window-surrounding aluminium elements and the
implementation of the outside façade, including insulation elements executed as curtain-type, rear-ventilated Cedral-façade.

Completion: 2018
Client: City of Pfaffenhofen a. d. Ilm (GER)
Architects: Köhler architekten + beratende ingenieure,
Gauting (GER)
Project management: Eichenseher Ingenieure, Pfaffenhofen (GER)
Timber engineering: Rubner Holzbau, Augsburg (GER)
Timber-glass façade: 675 m2 in spruce glued laminated timber,
GL24c, 80 x 340 mm and 60 x 260 mm, glazing system RAICO
Eternit-Cedral façade: 2,685 m2
Windows: 1,270 m2, 227 units in timber-aluminium,
540 linear metres of solar Venetian shutters,
515 linear metres of interior windowsills with maple veneer,
675 m2 of aluminium façade panels as wall cladding installed
at the windows
Pictures: Rolf Sturm

8

9

RAMOSER HOLZ BOZEN

SOUTHERN-TYROL TRADITION

What would Southern Tyrol
be without its forests? Half
of the region’s area is covered with forest - and the
wooded areas have been
even increasing in recent
years. Ever since, the forest
has shaped the character of
the region by securing the
attractivity of Southern Tyrol
as a place of relaxation and
tourism. Moreover, the forest is of crucial importance,
not only for the climate,
but also for water supply
and water protection in the
region. First of all, the forest
is to be considered a natural
habitat, a sensitive ecological system that needs
to be preserved. Besides
this ecological aspect, the
forest also plays an important economic role, as it
contributes to the stability
and overall development
of the region. The availability of wood - a renewable
resource material - creates
jobs and added value. The
importance of wood for the
economic development of
the region is tremendous.
More than 25,000 persons
generate their incomes from
the forest-timber sector and
more than 2,200 companies
work in the wood-processing
sector. One of the here
mentioned companies is the
family-owned company

Ramoser Holz, which is
based in Bolzano. Founded
in 1957 by Luis Ramoser as
sawmill in the small South
Tyrolean village of Klobenstein am Ritten, the company rapidly developed into
a well-known wholesaler for
different types of timber
materials, veneers and
panels. By the end of the
1980s, the two sons of Luis
Ramoser, David and Karl,
transferred the company
to Bolzano. Still today, the
head office of this longestablished company is
maintained in Bolzano and
the Carinthian branch in Arnoldstein is mainly used for
material storage and drying.
The range of products
offered by the FSC and
PEFC-certified company
comprises precious woods,
veneers, panel materials but
also many other additional
sorts of timber materials
for terraces and other
outdoor uses. The product
range is complemented by
ready-for-assembly planed
materials, the provision of
product-related services,
such as drying plant with
drying chamber and vacuum
furnace, but also woodcutting and edging services.
When it came to the decision of expanding the main

company building, Ramoser
Holz entrusted the task
to the also family-owned
company of the Rubner
Group - Rubner Holzbau.
The company’s head office,
with an existing building on
a surface of some 3,050 m2,
was enlarged by a total area
of 2,020 m2, which corresponds to the surface of the
existing forecourt. This was
covered by an unsupported
roof construction to provide
more space for order picking, material loading and
material storage on highlevel racks. In the eastern
wing of the refurbished
building, office rooms have
been installed on two floors.
The visitors are welcomed
by a large exhibition area
and the spaciously glazed
entrance area.
The specialised company
based in Bressanone was responsible for the whole roof
and façade construction
and for entire roof covering.
Besides the factory prefabrication of all construction components, Rubner
Holzbau also assumed the
tasks of workshop design,
logistics, transport and
on-site assembly.
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The self-supported shed-roof is borne by two 3.5 m high and 36 m long glued
laminated timber truss girders, which in turn rest on the four existing stair towers. The
secondary, weight-optimised construction has also been designed in glued laminated
timber and is covered with aluminium sandwich elements. The natural illumination
of loading and storage areas is secured by the installation of two integrated
polycarbonate glass strips.
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Completion: 2018
Client: Ramoser Holz, Bolzano (IT)
Architects: Lukas Burgauner Architecture, Bolzano (IT)
Timber engineering: Rubner Holzbau, Bressanone (IT)
Roof surface: 2,000 m2
Glued laminated timber: 300 m3
Steel: 15 t
Pictures: Alex Filz
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The structure is dominated by the untreated and open-designed northern façade,
which - towards the street side - serves as architectonic figurehead of the building with
high recognition value. The façade is composed of pairwise-crossed, 12 m high glued
laminated timber supports in larch.
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FRANCE BUSINESS LOCATION

RUBNER HOLZBAU

According to recent
analyses made by the
French Association Codifab (Comité professionnel
de Développement des
Industries Françaises de
l‘Ameublement et du Bois
- Professional Committee
for the Development of
French Furniture- and Wood
Industries) and the umbrella
organisation for timber
industry - France Bois Forêt

made in timber or at least as
mixed construction.

- the share of timber constructions has been continuously increasing in all market
sectors. Compared to 2016,
the number of timber-built
industrial and handcraft
facilities has increased by
31.5% in 2018. In private and
public service buildings, this
share increased by 9.2 %.

industry, timber engineering, large turnkey projects,
wood homes and wood
doors - the company covers
the entire wood-processing
range. Starting with the raw
material from companyowned forests up to the
finished building, Rubner
can cover all wood-related
processes and work stages
of a unique, vertically gapless value-added chain,
unparalleled in Europe up
to now. Sawmills for glulam
beam strips, three-layer
panels, glued laminated timber elements, window- and
door production, singleand multi-dwelling units,
high-rise buildings and large
turnkey constructions.

The 2024 Olympic Games,
which will take place in the
French capital of Paris, are
intended as an important
demonstration project to
provide a further strong
impulse towards ecologic
construction. France considers itself to be strongly committed to the Paris Climate
Protection Agreement and
the Olympic Games shall
be executed as particularly
climate-friendly project. All
constructions built within
the Olympic Village will be

For more than 80 decades
now, the family-owned
Rubner-Group has been
relying on the most ecological building material
of all and ranks among the
leading timber engineering
companies in Europe. With
its highly diversified business departments - wood

In 2010, Rubner Holzbau
installed its French
headquarters in Chassieu
near Lyon from where the

company executes French
projects with the support
and assistance of a local,
interdisciplinary team. In
2018, Rubner strengthened
its presence on the French
market with the inauguration of a second business
location in Rosny-sur-Seine
near Paris. The highly experienced specialists offer
long-standing experience in
the execution of technically

complex and architectonically demanding projects
- including design, statics
and project implementation.
Having already executed
numerous projects, Rubner
Holzbau has become a highly reliable partner in France
not only for the construction
of glued laminated timber
structures, roof- and wall
elements, cross laminated
timber structures, timberglass façade elements,
building shells but also for
the execution of projects as
general contractor.
Among the projects that
have been implemented
by the company there are
some highly innovative and
internationally outstanding constructions, such as
the Maison de l’Inde, being
the first multi-storey timber
construction in Paris, the

NEOS in Montpellier (FR). 4,800 m2 of office surfaces and 700 m2 of commercial areas.
16
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Contact:
Jacques Lherbier
General Management
+33 6 09 15 36 77
jacques.lherbier@rubner.com

With its continuous growth
and sustainable development, the business location
has successfully established
on the market.
Even in terms of production
and implementation, great
importance is attached to
sustainable solutions and
environmentally friendly
CO2-balances.
By the end of 2018, with the
takeover of the Vaninetti
company seated in Rosnysur-Seine near Paris, Rubner
Holzbau has made a further
step towards local value
creation, short production
routes and increased efficiency on the French market.
The French business location has thus been increased
by 45 employees and by
a production capacity in
element manufacturing of
approximately 40,000 m².
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HOLIDAY RESORTS

enlargement of the Center
Parc in Moselle, being the
largest project executed by a
timber engineering company
as general contractor, the
cinematographic foundation
Fondation Seydoux-Pathé
in Paris with its spectacular
architecture or the more than
770 cottages built for the
village park Villages Nature®
near Disneyland® Paris.

CONSISTING TO 90% OF WOOD AND WATER

Alexis Duhameau
Sales Management
+33 6 09 15 38 69
alexis.duhameau@rubner.com

A holiday concept in complete harmony with nature
– this is what Center Parcs
presently offers with its 24
holiday parcs in Germany,
the Netherlands, Belgium
and France.
Villages Nature Paris was
built at a distance of some
32 km from Paris and only
6 km from Disneyland® Paris.
True to the ecological guiding principle “Go-green”,
this holiday resort fully
focuses on nature and is
considered one of the most
innovative holiday projects
in European tourism. Being
a Joint Venture Company resulting from the association
of Pierre & Vacances-Center
Parcs and Euro Disney,
Villages Nature® Paris has
developed a concept that
is based on the ten principles of “One Planet Living”,
such as zero CO2 emissions,
no waste, environmentally
friendly traffic concepts,
sustainable materials, etc.
®

The dimensions of this
ecological holiday resort
are huge: Some 916 small
holiday cottages and apartments, all built and assembled by Rubner Holzbau in
compliance with the Center
Parcs’ ecological philosophy
and values. Thanks to the
great expertise in terms of
prefabrication, transport
and rapid assembly,

construction works of these
gigantic dimensions were
executed professionally
and within the set schedule.
Having a closer look at the
volume of building materials that have been moved
in the scope of the Villages
Nature® Paris project clearly
demonstrates which kind
of know-how is required to
produce, deliver and assemble just-in-time a project of
these dimensions: in the first
construction phase alone,
Rubner Holzbau manufactured and assembled, with
the support of an interdisciplinary team composed
of experts from France and
Austria, a total of 104 clusters
or 531 residential units.
This equals a production
volume of some 60,000 m2
of wall elements, 3,000 m3
of building components
of glued laminated timber
and 1,000 projecting roofs
and 25,000 linear metres of
larch elements for example
for jambs or bargeboards.
At peak production times,
up to five constructors were
occupied with the design
of individual clusters. The
production of building components in the Ober-Grafendorf factory alone required
an average of 8 workers in
440 shifts and 44 weeks to
fabricate the approximately
6,000 wall elements. All
building components were
delivered to the construction

site within a period of only
twelve months by 340 special and standard transports.
To assemble all buildings,
Rubner Holzbau had to employ up to 75 artisans on site.
“Implementation quality
and promptness in the
execution of services by
Rubner Holzbau are secured,
among others, by a vertical
production chain that is
unparalleled in Europe”,
explains Jacques Lherbier,
General Manager of Rubner
Holzbau in France. “With its
individual overall solutions
in the timber engineering
sector, a value added chain
that starts with the sawmill
and ends with the finally
assembled product, and its
high engineering expertise
and vast know-how in the
implementation of building
shells, the company has
been providing an important contribution to climate
protection for many years
now by offering sustainable
timber engineering construction solutions in the
international sector.
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VILLAGES NATURE® PARIS
The modern holiday resort Villages Nature® Paris has been built surrounding a
thermal lake and includes the five immersive worlds Aqualagon, BelleVie Farm,
Forest of Legends, Extraordinary Gardens and Lakeside Promenade. Cottages
made to accommodate groups of four to twelve persons or apartments for two
to four persons, all of them built from ecological wood, offer the perfect holiday
stay in the middle of nature. The Aqualagon world - being the core element of
the resort - is one of Europe’s largest water parks heated by geothermal energy.
Rubner Holzbau fabricated and assembled a total of 771 cottages for the holiday
resort with a total living space of 49,000 m2.
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CENTER PARCS – PARK ALLGÄU
Wood as sustainable material is an essential and indispensable building material
to achieve global climate targets both for Rubner Holzbau and Center Parcs. For
more than 50 years now, Center Parcs is a synonym for unforgettable holidays. After
having concluded the 916 luxury accommodations and apartments in ecological
design with high-quality timber for the spacious holiday resort Villages Nature® Paris,
Rubner Holzbau was commissioned to implement a further holiday resort on behalf
of Center Parcs in Leutkirch in the Allgäu with 250 timber-built cottages.

Within subalpine grasslands and forests, the company installed holiday
cottages – partially barrier-free – which can accommodate between two
to twelve persons in the categories Comfort, Premium, VIP and the new
Exclusive-Class. Besides factory prefabrication and logistics, Rubner Holzbau
was charged with the entire implementation design and statics. The assembly
of the cottages was made within a very short period of only nine months.
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Completion: 2019
Client: CPEG, Köln (GER)
Architects: Büro Alpstein, Immenstadt (GER)
Timber engineering: Rubner Holzbau Ober-Grafendorf (AT)
Wall and roof elements: 48,000 m2
Pictures: Center Parcs, Büro Alpstein
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OLYMPIAPARK CAMPUS MUNICH

HIGHLY-EFFICIENT PREFABRICATION
34

Timber is perfectly well
suited for prefabrication – a
lightweight material, with
perfect load-bearing capacities and easy to handle and
process. Today’s modern
timber engineering processes allow to implement
entirely prefabricated roof-,
ceiling and façade elements,
including windows, doors
and other installations. However, timber is even more
versatile than this: many
other types of solid building elements made of cross
laminated timber and selfsupporting structures made
of glued laminated timber
elements with sizes of up to
50 m can be implemented
as combined construction
structures.
At the early stage of detailed
workshop design, all issues,
which may impact other
trades on the construction
site, are commonly discussed, coordinated and
considered in the overall
planning in terms of logistic
and transport aspects. All
factors can be visualised
and calculated thus securing high cost-transparency.
This method entails many
benefits and advantages,
such as schedule reliability
with highly precise timeta-

bles and flowcharts, utmost
precision and quality, no
improvising on the building
site, accident prevention,
noise-reduced assembly
works causing only little
impacts to neighbours and
finally short construction
periods with economic benefits to construction owners.
Today’s multi-storey buildings, for example, have only
few concrete components
- mostly the staircase or the
elevator shaft. The largest
part of remaining building
components is prefabricated by Rubner Holzbau
under workshop conditions.
These building components are then delivered to
the construction site and
assembled just-in-time – a
waterproof building stage
is quickly achieved and
remaining trade works can
be rapidly executed.
The more complex the
building components, the
more crucial will it be to
work under optimum production conditions. However,
these conditions can only
be obtained in production
halls, which are not impacted by adverse weather
conditions. This was also
the decisive prerequisite
that the company has been

awarded the contract for the
supporting structure of the
highly exceptional construction of the southern canopy
roof. This roof was part of
dismantling and new construction works executed
on behalf of the Faculty of
Sports- and Health Sciences
of the Technical University
of Munich (TUM) and of the
Central University Sports
Department (ZHS) on the
premises of the TUM Campus
in the Olympiapark. The
imposing, cantilevered-type
timber canopy roof, which
rests on hinged supports, is
the dominating architectonic
element of the building
with its protruding structure
of 18.3 m. The supporting
structure is composed of 40
box girder elements with
a total surface of 4,183 m2,
and generously roofs – on a
length of some 150 m – the
100-meters running track.
The roof elements - 28 m
in length, 3.75 m in width,
1.6 m in height and with a
weight of 19 t each - have
been prefabricated in the
Ober-Grafendorf factory
and delivered - ready for
assembly - just-in-time to
the construction site.
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Under the lead of Rubner Holzbau Augsburg the sports halls, the university department areas
and the entire roof elements executed as timber construction were manufactured, prefabricated
and assembled on-site within a short period of time. Works comprised a total of 11,690 m2 of roof
and ceiling elements, 7,430 m2 of wall elements, 610 m2 of timber-concrete compound ceiling
structures, some 1,037 m3 of glued laminated timber (776 construction elements for ridged- and
single-pitch roof beams, etc.) and a total of 332 m3 of cross laminated timber. The timber structure
executed in construction phase 2 was concluded in due time under the responsibility of Rubner
Holzbau Augsburg in July 2019, and occupation of the building is scheduled for 2020.
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GRAZ SPORTS PARK

WELL-ROOFED ACOUSTICS
34

With the inauguration of the
new sports park, centrally
located in the city of Graz
(AT), an important and
ground-breaking step has
been made to safeguard
future sports development
in the capital city of Styria.
The sports park, which complies with all regulations of
international sports associations, offers a total of 3,718.5
m2 of sports areas for large
sports events, such as FinalFour-Tournaments, qualifying matches for European
and World Championships,
international matches and
many other events.

titionable hall with a surface
of 440 m2, an extra 250 m2
room, an athletics area with
226 m2 and a seminar room,
which in the case of major
events may also be used as
press centre. The encircling
stand is composed of a total
of ten segments. 650 to 700
seats are provided in fixed
seat rows, and if necessary,
eight additional rows can be
provided by mobile extension devices. Two camera
balconies, one ceiling
camera on top of the centre
support and one additional
camera on the gallery secure best TV transmission.

The central element of
this sports park is the
international, and Austria‘s
most modern ball sports
hall, framed by numerous
additional sports areas.
The arena that has been
designed for large-scale
events covers a surface of
2,728 m2 and can accommodate 3.000 spectators. In
addition, the arena can be
rapidly and inexpensively
enlarged and modified by
flexible stand elements thus
obtaining a large training
venue with four separately
playable halls. Moreover, the
sports park comprises a par-

Speaking of the building ceiling: this structure is borne by
28 timber glulam beams with
heights ranging from 2.55 m
to 3.25 m and a spam width
of 47.6 m, which perfectly
fits the rest of the concrete
structure. Timber glulam
beams were prefabricated
under workshop conditions
in the Ober-Grafendorf
factory of Rubner Holzbau.
Cross girders are equipped
with acoustic elements and
panelled on both sides
with Hera-Design panels.
The smoke intake system
is installed in the ceiling
structure and serves as fire

detector system. Even the
floor of the sports arena is
made of timber. Depending on the sports event
that takes place, specific
floor materials are placed
on top: parquet floor for
volleyball and basketball,
synthetic material floor for
handball, etc. The outside of
the timber-concrete hybrid
construction is cladded by a
sheet-metal façade, which,
in combination with the
floor-to-ceiling glazing of
the ground floor, strongly
dominates the architecture
and the outside appearance of the building. The
circumferential canopy roof
connects the open-space
qualities of the forecourt,
the outside sports areas
and the park complex with
the building inside, which
provides full barrier-free
accessibility for disabled
persons.
Besides factory prefabrication of building elements,
Rubner Holzbau was also
commissioned to execute
the entire timber engineering design, transport and
assembly works, which were
partly carried out under the
most severe winter conditions.
29

The multi-purpose sports centre, including a restaurant and an underground
car park, complements the portfolio of available sports facilities in the city
thus providing ideal training and competition conditions for the entire range of
sports activities – including mass- and high-performance sports, health-related
sports activities, intergenerational sports activities and even school, university
and sports activities for disabled persons.
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Completion: 2018
Client: Sportunion Graz (AT)
General Contractor: Consortium - ARGE Hüttenbrennergasse Bull Bau-Granit, Graz (AT)
Architects: projektCC zt, Graz (AT)
Timber engineering: Rubner Holzbau, Ober-Grafendorf (AT)
Roof elements: 7,000 m2, single element size - max. 4.4 x 21 m
Acoustic elements: 1,900 m2
Glued laminated timber: 650 m3 in spruce, glulam beams with lengths of up to 47.85 m
Pictures: Paul Ott

31

COTTAGES GRAFENEGG

CASTLE GARDEN RESIDENCES
32

Grafenegg Castle is one of
the most important building
complexes of Austrian
Romantic Historicism. Since
1971, the resurrected and
rehabilitated Grafenegg
Castle has turned into a cultural venue. This summer, for
example, the Wolkenturm the unique and architectonically outstanding open-air
stage, which is the castle’s
modern landmark for perfect
sound - will welcome the
internationally highly
renowned opera singer
Ronaldo Villazón, the star
pianist Rudolf Buchbinder
and the Vienna Philharmonic
Orchestra.
However, Grafenegg Castle
not only offers the perfect
setting for classical concerts
with international top
orchestras and highly
renowned artists throughout the year, but it also
has become an important
pillar for cultural education
and mediation by hosting
numerous seminars. Public
interest is high - more than
150.000 visitors per year are
attracted by the manifold
and most various events that

take place in the castle. This
rising public interest
together with the well-known
visiting artists have led to
an increased overnight
accommodation demand.
Today, 16 cottages with a
living space of 118 m2 each,
located in the middle of the
historic and 32-hectare large
castle park, surrounded by
300-year old trees and very
close to the Wolkenturm
open-air stage, invite the
visitor to spend the night in
this historic environment.
Several requirements set by
the building owner had to
be fulfilled, among others:
harmonic integration of
the cottages into the surrounding castle landscape,
sustainable and economic
building solutions and short
construction periods - all
of them predestined for
using timber as construction
material and for choosing
Rubner Holzbau as project
partner.
The concept, which is
based on a 150 m2 glued
laminated timber construction combines modern and

ecological design with
highest functionality. The
3,600 m2 of factory prefabricated wall elements
(maximum element size
6x3 metres) for outside and
inside areas secure the rapid
assembly on site. Some
additional 370 m3 of cross
laminated timber elements
(2.94 x 4.3 metres with 14 cm
in width) in visible quality
were used for interior
spaces. For the outside
façade cladding Douglas fir
was used from the building
owner’s forests.
The 16 cottages provide for
long-term binding of almost
850 tons of CO2. Required
energy for electricity supply
is obtained from the inhouse hydropower plant
and is thus emission-free.
Rubner Hozbau in OberGrafendorf was commissioned to execute the entire
design, structural engineering works, factory pre-fabrication of all elements and
logistics including just-intime delivery of material to
the construction site and
final assembly.
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The cottage ensemble provides for a total of 64 bedrooms with 128 beds. Each
cottage is equipped with a common room including a kitchen. Each bedroom is
equipped with an en-suite bathroom and has an exclusive garden access. An
additional and remarkable feature of this project is that the gardens were designed
by the highly renowned landscape architect Mister Todd Longstaffe-Gowan. The
innovative locking system with number code, which is sent to the guests prior to their
arrival at the cottages, provides for keyless access. Guests are welcomed throughout
the entire year and may choose to rent either single rooms or an entire cottage.

Completion: 2018
Building owner: Immobilienverwaltung Grafenegg (AT)
Structural engineering and design: Rubner Holzbau, Ober-Grafendorf (AT)
Timber engineering: Rubner Holzbau, Ober-Grafendorf (AT)
Roof surface: 4,000 m2
Wall elements: 3,600 m2
Glued laminated timber elements: 150 m3
Cross laminated timber elements: 370 m3
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USING EXISTING BUILDING STRUCTURES

INDOOR CLIMBING HALL
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Today, climbing certainly
no longer is a merely
temporary and trendy
sport discipline, which is
practised by just a few
sportspersons. Climbing has
long since become a mass
discipline. An increasingly
rising number of amateur
and competitive sportspersons are attracted to climb
to vertiginous heights. By
2020, the year of the Tokyo
Olympic Games, climbing
will have reached the status
of an Olympic discipline.
The Austrian city of Villach
is pretty much in touch
with the latest trends and
perfectly well equipped. In
the Italienerstrasse, a street
located directly across the
Lutschounig Military Barracks, a new Eldorado has
been built for amateur and
professional climbers. The
former Konsum building
(an Austrian grocery chain),
which had been vacant since
1994, provides for a total of
2,000 m2 of climbing, sports
and recreational areas distributed over three levels.
“Although the existing
building material required
a highly differentiated

analysis, the quality and the
status of the material was
basically good so that we
were able to use large parts
of the existing building
stock”, explains Markus
Lackner from Lackner /
Egger ZT, in charge of the
building’s structural engineering. “Using the building
stock with ceilings of up to
16 m, facing stringent fire
protection requirements in
accordance with R60 and
working with a tight budget
combined with the desire
to have an extremely short
construction period were
perfect parameters to finally
choose a timber structure
for project implementation.”
The largest indoor climbing
hall in the Alps-Adriatic
region offers 240 rope climbing routes and 80 boulder
routes with heights ranging
from 4 to 16,5 metres and
climbing grades of up to 8b
category. In addition, the hall
offers lead climbing or top
rope, two boulder levels, two
speed tracks and a special
children’s area. From the 16 m
high outdoor climbing wall,
the sports enthusiasts can
enjoy a panoramic view over

the entire city centre and
surrounding mountains. The
restaurant and lounge sectors are used to take a rest,
regain physical strength,
and to chill. The wide range
of sports activities offered in
the hall is complemented by
seminar and therapy rooms.
Design and planning
activities had to be based
on site measurements,
which were taken once the
non-useable elements had
been demolished. The basic
structure was provided by a
perfectly well-dimensioned
timber skeleton, stiffened
by a k-truss. The structure
is complemented by cross
laminated ceiling and wall
elements. Thanks to the
high prefabrication degree
of all timber elements in the
Ober Grafendorf factory,
assembly period was very
short. All project works,
including demolition, site
measurements, design, production and assembly were
executed in just one month.
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Completion: 2017
Building owner: VER-PRO, Villach (AT)
Architects: Katzianka | Lengger Architektur ZT, Villach (AT)
Structural engineering: Bauingenieure Lackner | Egger ZT, Villach (AT)
Timber engineering: Rubner Holzbau, Finkenstein (AT)
Glued laminated timber elements: 310 m3
Pictures: Katzianka | Lengger Architektur ZT, climbing hall Villach
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ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCT DECLARATION

CERTIFIED

“Our design and building activities are ruled by environmental consciousness, and
we keep a special eye on ecological balance during the entire product life cycle,
including sustainable forestation, processing, installation and material use. Our active
contribution to climate protection by reducing greenhouse gas emissions is regularly
audited and verified by independent experts”, explains Peter Rubner, President of
the Rubner Group. “For this reason, we are particularly proud to have been awarded
these Environmental Production Declarations (EPD).” Picture from left to right:
Alexander Röder, Hans Peters, Peter Rubner, Karin Goller, Therese Daxner.

On January 18, 2019 the
Rubner Group was awarded
five Environmental Production Declarations (EPD) by
the highly renowned Berlin
Institute Bauen und Umwelt
(Building and Environment).
These Declarations certify
that Rubner complies with
complete transparency
requirements over the entire
life cycle, and they also allow
to execute sustainability
assessments of the Rubner
buildings while designers
and building owners can
optimise the ecological
balance of their buildings,
if so required.
The EPDs communicate ecological and social aspects
in the field of sustainable
construction. They were
awarded for solid structural
timber, cross laminated and
glued laminated timber
made by Rubner Holding,
for solid timber panels made
by Nordpan and for solid
timber elements made by
holzius.
The Environmental Product
Declaration is based on
international norms, serves
as important data base for
sustainable construction

and provides a transparent and neutral description
of environmental impacts.
The EPD describes building
materials, building products
and building components
with regard to their environmental impacts on the
ecological balance as well as
their functional and technical
properties. All quantitative
and verified information is
related to the entire life cycle of the building product,
which provides an important
foundation for the sustainability assessment of buildings.

pendent auditing of results”,
explains Therese Daxner,
CEO of Daxner & Merl.
The Vienna company, which
has specialised in the field
of environmental consulting
and sustainable construction, was responsible for
all calculations and data
compilations on behalf of
the Rubner Group.

“The publication of the
five Environmental Product
Declarations is a clear step
towards the communication
of the environmental balance
of Rubner products on the
grounds of number-based
facts. The holistic view of
the entire value-added chain
of timber construction allows
to fully represent the related
environmental potentials for
the benefit of sustainable
development. Thanks to
the very good collaboration,
we were able to obtain
extremely high data quality,
a fact that was also particularly mentioned in the inde41

ITALY

A new centre for industrial innovation is presently being built on the premises of the former
tobacco factory in Rovereto (IT) on a surface of 50,000 m2. This European Clean Tech flagship
project will focus on sustainable building, renewable energies, environmental technologies
and natural resource management. A building cluster will be installed on a roofed surface of
24,000 m2, comprising start-ups, companies, research centres, training facilities and public
administration. Rubner Holzbau Brixen has been commissioned with the fabrication and
assembly of building elements made of some 4,000 m3 of glued laminated timber and
3,000 m3 of cross laminated timber. Timber works will be concluded by July 2019 and the
inauguration of the project is scheduled for 2020.
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION AND COMPLETED

In Kalsdorf, an Austrian municipality located south of Graz (AT), Austria’s largest and most
modern parcel centre is presently being built on a plot of 67,500 m2. The parcel centre
will occupy a surface of 25,000 m2 and with its installation, the Austrian Post Company
will double its capacity. Rubner Holzbau Ober-Grafendorf produces, supplies and
assembles 25,000 m2 of wall elements and a 2,300 m3 glued laminated timber construction
with building elements of a maximum length of 37 m. In addition, 8,300 m2 of insulated
façade panels will be installed. Timber construction works started at the beginning of May
2019, and by the end of July the hall shall have its weather-resistant outer skin. Handing-over
to the building owner is scheduled by the end of December. The logistics centre, which has a
parcel sorting capacity of 13,500 units per hour, will be concluded in the summer of 2020.

GERMANY

The “Zentrum für leichte und umweltgerechte Bauten ZELUBA®“ (Centre for Light and Environmentally Friendly Buldings) is presently being completed on the campus of the Technical
University of Braunschweig (GER). The two cubic buildings of the research institute with
an overall floor space of some 1,700 m2 will house the identically named Department of
the Fraunhofer Institute for Timber Research (Wilhelm-Klauditz-Institute, WKI) including
laboratories, a testing hall and office rooms for scientists of the der TU of Braunschweig.
In line with the research activities that are executed in the ZELUBA® centre, the design
of the buildings focuses on modular construction and the use of renewable resources in
combination with conventional materials. Rubner Holzbau Augsburg has been charged
with the execution of the laboratory building, which includes fabrication and assembly of
720 m2 of prefabricated façade elements with some 1,500 m2 of prematurely greyed larch
cladding. In the building, which houses the testing hall, we will implement a glued laminated
timber construction made of 28 roof beams and some 700 m2 of façade surface.

PREVIEW

AUSTRIA
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Austria
Rubner Holzbau GmbH
Rennersdorf 62
3200 Ober-Grafendorf, Austria
Phone: +43 2747 2251-0
holzbau.obergrafendorf@rubner.com

Germany
Rubner Holzbau GmbH
Am Mittleren Moos 53
86167 Augsburg, Germany
Phone: +49 821 710 6410
holzbau.augsburg@rubner.com

Italy
Rubner Holzbau GmbH
Alfred Ammon Str. 12
39042 Bressanone (BZ), Italy
Phone: +39 0472 822 666
holzbau.brixen@rubner.com

Branch Office Villach
Kanzianibergweg 14
9584 Finkenstein, Austria
Phone: +43 4254 50 444-0
holzbau.villach@rubner.com

France
Rubner Construction Bois SAS
36 avenue des Frères Montgolfier
69680 Chassieu, France
Phone: +33 472 790 630
direction.lyon@rubner.com

Rubner Holzbau Sud GmbH
Zona Industriale
83045 Calitri (AV), Italy
Phone.: +39 0827 308 64
holzbau.calitri@rubner.com
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